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view, were to happen even in the trade-union field, where the need for united action was most evident.
In 1896 there had already been danger of a split on national lines within the trade unions.1 In 1905 the bulk of the Czech trade unionists demanded a federalist organisation for Austrian trade unionism. The rejection of this proposal by the T.U.C. resulted in a split which became definitive. Proposals for compromise, such as that of Bauer2 for strict centralisation in the field of economic struggles, with national autonomy in all the educational activities of the unions, did not satisfy the non-German unionists, who felt strongly that there was so-me antagonism even in economic interests between Czech and German workers. Once national struggles dominated Austrian policies, and men who were accepted as workers' representatives became interested in the question of how the " national structure ", in the coal industry for example, might be influenced by the outcome of a given economic contest, any difference between the interests of the Bruex (German-controlled lignite) and the Moravska-Ostrava or Kladno coal basin was liable to prove a stumbling-block in the way of sectional unity among miners. Once things had gone so far it was very difficult indeed to preserve the leading r61e of the Labour movement in Austrian political struggles by united support for any proposal it might make for the reorganisation of the State. The proposals it had in fact to make were very inadequate.
(f) THE AUSTRO-MARXIST CONCEPTION OF NATIONAL AUTONOMY
The interplay of nationalism with various kinds of reaction had resulted in a complete cessation of normal parliamentary activities.   All real economic and social progress in Austria was dependent upon the activities of the more progressive elements within the bureaucracy.   It was a representative of these elements, Korber, who succeeded after 1902 in overcoming the catastrophic . consequences of the Badeni experiment by substituting a policy of piecemeal reforms for the fruitless search for a comprehensive solution of national problems,   Korber intended to keep a nice balance between opposing claims, and at the same time to appeal to the new social forces against the nationalist-minded middle-classes by a progressive policy in social and economic matters. He was overthrown by a coalition of the German capitalist and landowning interests with the ecclesiastical and other reactionary 1 <#, tit., p. 540.                              * ibid>> p. 553.